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Consider the Lilies

The beauty of the lilies corresponds to our spiritual growth and
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IN THIS ISSUE

Many older members of the Church have fond memories of Bishop George
de Charms for his doctrinal scholarship and his personal warmth. We are
happy to reprint an address he gave in 1957 on Divine Providence and Human
Prudence in the Establishment of the Church. And what is our role? Bishop
de Charms says, “The Lord gives man a conscious part in the building of the
Church. It is a very small part when compared with the infinite operation of
the Divine Providence, but still it is indispensible” (Page 111)

You know all about the 19" of June but do you know the significance of
February 6?2 That’s the date of the founding of the General Church in 1897.
This was a critical time after the split from Bishop Benade and it is an important
date to remember. Read about the significance of the new form of government
adopted under Bishop W.E Pendleton and its implications for each of us as
church members, in the words of Bishop de Charms and the Rev. W. Cairns
Henderson, written on the 60" anniversary. (Page 104)

Another wise and prescient voice from the past is E. Bruce Glenn, fondly
revered dean of the Academy College and English professor, with some of his
words remembered from 1948 about growing the College. His perspective
then relates very much to the current policy of opening the doors to seekers.
(Page 119)

Bishop Thomas Kline has been taking Ezekiel’s Vision of the Dry Bones
throughout the Church as a context for the steps an organization — such as the
Church and the Academy - go through in pursuing plans and goals. Read a
summary he prepared for the Academy Journal as Chancellor of the Academy.
(Page 120)

“Consider the lilies...” This is the perfect text for a springtime sermon by
the Rev. Walter Orthwein - not only because lilies are a favorite symbol of
spring and Easter but because they, like all of nature, are an enduring image
of the Lord’s love and wisdom, the Divine Providence that leads us at every
moment, and the ultimate order that pervades our natural and spiritual lives.
(Page 122)

Eldergarten 2012 offered a rich variety of topics: A report — plus questions
and answers — from Bishop Kline on The State of the Church and the Academy;
presentations by the Rt. Rev. Alfred Acton on The New Church and Current
Issues, the Rev. Prescott Rogers on The Four Gospels: New Testament Scholarship
and the Heavenly Doctrines, and Dr. Sylvia Shaw on Swedenborgian Literary
Criticism: Interpreting Literature Through a New Church Lens; and a banquet

99



NEW CHURCH LIFE: MARCH / APRIL 2012

address by Bruce Henderson, Between Dream and Destiny: New Church
Exceptionalism and American Exceptionalism. (Beginning on page 136)

One of the fascinating mysteries for Tom Cooper has been the nature and
location of the soul - and maybe it helps to look at the soul the way we view a
computer. If we can believe in the ethereal Internet, he wonders, can’t we also
believe in a human soul living apart from our natural bodies in the spiritual
world while we live on earth? (Page 143)

Introducing Our Ministers focuses in this issue on the Rev. Scott Frazier,
who for years saw himself becoming a Latin and history teacher - not a
minister, especially a pastoral minister — and now finds his greatest delight
combining teaching and ministry. (Page 147) We are also pleased to publish
Scott’s Cathedral address from last Charter Day, Bring All Your Firepans, on
how to really commit our lives to the Lord. (Page 151)

Would you like to know more about MARS - the Master of Arts in
Religious Studies program in Bryn Athyn College? Dr. Jane Williams-Hogan,
Director of MARS, describes what it has to offer to lay men and women for
personalized doctrinal research and as a platform for church growth. Included
are powerful testimonies from former and current students Suzy Laidlaw,
Hilary Bryntesson and Gail Cooper. (Page 156)

In A Taste for Sweetness, Alanna Rose finds a clue in one man’s recovery
from cancer about how the Lord leads us from infancy to a loving relationship
with Him - from the first flavors of sweetness through all the other aspects of
the sense of taste. (Page 164)

Book reviews in this issue include: Gardens of Heaven and Earth: An essay
on Swedenborg and the symbolism of gardens, by Dr. Kristin King, reviewed
by Vera Powell Glenn; Paradise Misplaced: Book One of the Mexican Eden
Trilogy, by Dr. Sylvia Montgomery Shaw, reviewed by Naomi Gladish Smith;
Starting Science From God: Rational Scientific Theories From Theism, by Dr.
Ian Thompson, reviewed by Dr. Gregory Baker; and The World Transformed:
Swedenborg and the Last Judgment, Dan A. Synnestvedt, Editor, reviewed by
Alan Laidlaw. (Beginning on page 173)

Church News includes:

o The delightful story of a MARS graduation recreated in South Africa for a
graduate who couldn’t make it to Bryn Athyn

o Plans for a European Assembly in England this July - and you're invited

o News from the winter Academy Board meetings, including approval of a
new five-year plan for Bryn Athyn College

o A pastor challenged by a “Smart Phone” and led to explore with his
congregation how people learn in the new technology environment, and
the relationship of video games to innocence

« What Swedenborg might do if he could “Tweet” - with some suggestions
from a plugged-in minister (beginning on page 182)
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Editorials

EASTER PILGRIMS

As spiritual pilgrims we come to Easter with the hope born of faith and despair
born of a wayward world.

April is Easter’s metaphor: promise and denial. It struggles between
lingering chill and warming sun. Out of that struggle comes the ultimate
triumph of nature. Out of Easter comes the rebirth of the spirit. It is no accident
they come to us at the same time and that we are desperate for both.

We long for the flowering spirit that lights our landscapes and our hearts.
We long for deliverance from the plagues unleashed upon the world. We pray
to be led by the Lord: “Thy will be done.”

There is always hope - for each of us and for the world. In restive current
debates over morality and faith, people of all faiths are challenged to elevate
their minds. While too many seem to be worshipping at the altar of technology
and worldliness, hope lies in a growing spiritual hunger throughout the world
— for something true and good to believe in. The New Church - both Church
Specific and Church Universal - is the hope of the world and we are all called
to its service.

Today’s pilgrims are caught in an age-old quest for faith that offers hope
against the banality of the world, and for the meaning and significance of life
within a context that is more complex and confusing than ever.

Easter always offers perspective. We are called upon to reflect on its
meaning and make it relevant to our lives — by applying its spiritual message to
the challenges we confront.

The eternal message of Easter is: “Behold, I make all things new”
Springtime is its theater. The soul is its mirror. A new spirit and a brighter
future are its promise.

(BMH)

MIRACLES AND THE LAWS OF NATURE

It is often said that miracles are contrary to the laws of nature — but how could
they be, since the Author of nature is also the Author of miracles? The order of
nature, which the laws of nature describe, is an expression of the same Divine
order of life that flows from the Lord and forms the heavens.

Nature was created to receive life from the Divine, and thus corresponds
to the spiritual world, but is a less perfect and more resistant receptacle of life
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than the spiritual world. Things which are normal occurrences in the spiritual
world (that thought brings presence, for instance) would be seen as miracles
in this world. And life is a miracle in both worlds, though so common as to be
considered natural.

A miracle is simply a temporary intensification on the natural plane of
creation of the ordering force of Life Itself, that is, Divine Love, in the immediate
presence of the One from whom that force emanates. It is not a violation of any
order, but simply a stronger-than-usual and particularly focused application of
the spiritual order that always flows into nature generally.

As the human body is an expression of the human soul, formed by the
soul as a material covering to contain and serve it in the natural world, so
nature as a whole is the outmost expression of the Divine energy radiating
from the Lord as the sun of heaven (the difference being that the Lord’s Spirit
is Life itself, while our souls are derivative forms receptive of life from Him).

Thelife proceeding from God is accommodated through a series of spiritual
atmospheres composed of increasingly compressed and inert substances until
it finally comes to rest in the outmost, material substances of nature.

Nature (by its very nature) is therefore resistant to the influx of life from
the Divine, but this does not mean the laws of nature are contrary to the Divine
order of heaven from which they are derived, since nature itself (including its
resistance) is part of the Divine plan. The order of nature is a manifestation
of Divine and spiritual order on the denser, less perfect and less responsive
outmost plane of creation.

Nature’s resistance does mean that we humans must make a conscious,
deliberate effort to overcome the limitations of nature, especially our own
imperfect human nature, in order to realize our spiritual potential and conform
ourselves to the order of heaven. Nature is meant to be superseded - in and by
us. Or more accurately, by the Lord in us with our cooperation.

We might compare the regeneration of the natural in us to the gradual
appearing of an image on photographic paper. Does the superimposing of that
image on the paper violate the nature of the paper? No, because the paper was
made especially for that purpose. Similarly, the superimposing of the spiritual
upon our human nature is a fulfillment of the potential inherent in our human
nature from its beginning. We were made “in the image of God” naturally or
physically, but with the potential to receive that image in ourselves spiritually.

This order of things — which encompasses the whole of creation, natural
and spiritual - is what the Lord made manifest during His life in the world by
those acts we call “miracles” They were demonstrations, not just of His Divine
power, but also outward, visible representations of what the exercise of that
power accomplishes in our lives — which is to order our lower nature so that it
agrees with the spiritual order of life for which we were created.
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For instance, He changes the “water” of natural understanding into
the “wine” of spiritual understanding — that’s the real miracle; the physical
transformation of water into wine was just an outward illustration of it. Again,
the healing of blind people was a sign of the far more important healing of the
mind through the restoration of faith, “the eye of love,” which He accomplishes
in everyone who comes to Him and follows Him in the path of life.

In a sense, nature itself violates the so-called “laws of nature” all the time!
That is, things which cannot be explained by any natural law occur so regularly
in nature that we call them “natural” even though they aren’t. The laws of optics,
for instance, explain how a camera works, but cannot account for the human
faculty of sight, which involves understanding. No law of nature can explain
the difference in the way a dog sees a book and the way a human sees it.

The supreme example is life itself. It appears in nature constantly, but it
is not natural and is not subject to the laws of nature. Life is contrary to “the
laws of nature.” It is natural for bodies to die, but for them to live is natural
only in the sense that it happens so regularly. For life to flow into a body is not
mandated by any law of nature but by Divine law.

But nature, having been created by the Divine for the purpose of receiving
life, is so organized and ruled by the Divine for that purpose, and thus so
encompassed by life, that it appears as if the life manifested in it actually
belonged to nature itself. The truth, though, is that “In Him we live and move
and have our being.” (Acts 2:28; Divine Love and Wisdom 301)

Is it natural for wounds to heal? Yes, in the sense that it happens all the
time in nature, and the chemistry and natural chain of causes in the process are
observable. But obviously there is something essential at work in this process
that transcends nature — namely life - since once life has left a body it will no
longer heal. So the “natural” process of healing isn’t entirely natural, and thus
all healing is at least somewhat “miraculous.”

And what about human speech? We consider it “natural” for humans to
speak because they normally do, and the physical apparatus for speaking and
the sounds produced belong to the world of nature. But when we look at the
phenomenon of human speech in the broader context of the whole animal
kingdom, can we not see that there is something transcendent, mysterious —
supernatural — at work in human speech?

Birth is another example of something which, although natural, people
often call (perhaps more truly than they realize) a “miracle”

For a body to be conceived and formed and animated by an influx of life
into it is something that takes place continually in nature. The miraculous
thing about the bodily resurrection of someone who has died, such as Lazarus,
is that usually once a body dies it does not come back to life. But what law of
nature is violated by such an event? The fact that something rarely happens,
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or even happened only once, makes it unusual or unique but not necessarily
contrary to a “law”

To say that miracles can’t happen because they are contrary to the laws of
nature is to say that God, who is Life itself and who created nature and acts
into it, is subservient to that which He created and which receives life and is
acted upon by Him. It is not contrary to any order, natural or spiritual, for the
subsidiary reality (nature) to serve and be overruled by the primary Reality
(God) who created the subsidiary for that very purpose.

Far from being contrary to the laws of nature, a miracle points to and
gives a glimpse of the greater Reality behind nature, which is the source and
epitome of nature’s order, and to which nature in its rough, slow way tends. The
reflection in nature of that higher order may be dim and imperfect, but it is
not contrary to the higher order. Nor is a momentary special application of the
higher order upon the lower a violation of the lower order.

The supreme miracle of all, the Lord’s resurrection, violated none of nature’s
laws, but rather superseded them. For a moment the natural limitations which
normally encumber the conatus toward life and humanity embedded in nature
were set aside, and the promise of glory, the promise of the Divine Humanity
contained in nature from the beginning, was realized.

(WEO)

A DAY TO REMEMBER

We joyfully celebrate each year the beginning of the New Church on the 19"
of June, 1770. We should remember just as thankfully another significant
anniversary recently passed: February 6, 1897 - the founding of the General
Church of the New Jerusalem.

It was born in crisis. The Academy had been dissolved as an ecclesiastical
body when its members withdrew from Bishop Benade in an ugly but necessary
split.

Writing in New Church Life, February 1957 - the 60™ anniversary of this
auspicious day — Bishop George de Charms said this action was taken “with
profound regret and deep misgiving” “Father Benade” was a much-loved
figure but had lost the confidence of Academy leaders with his stands.

“The doctrine of the sole Divine authority of the Writings,” Bishop de
Charms wrote, “was seen to be the cornerstone of that faith on which the New
Church could be permanently established. Yet, with the fall of the Academy, all
those who embraced that faith wholeheartedly and with profound conviction
were left destitute. They knew not where to turn”

“To meet this critical situation Bishop W.E. Pendleton took the lead in
searching for a way to preserve the precious heritage which was in immediate
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danger of being lost”

So on February 6 he met with five other ministers who had withdrawn
from the Academy - C.E. Doering, Carl Theophilus Odhner, N.D. Pendleton,
Enoch Price and Homer Synnestvedt — and formed a Council of the Clergy as
the nucleus for a new church organization.

The General Church of the New Jerusalem “was providentially chosen”
as the name and a General Assembly was called for June, where the Bishop’s
organization plan was adopted.

“The essence of the plan,” wrote Bishop de Charms, was “that the Church
should be governed by the Lord through the teaching of the Heavenly Doctrine
received in heart and conscience. In order to secure this government both
priests and layman must be free to think, speak and act in accordance with that
conscience. There was to be no man-made constitution, no binding doctrine
established by council, and no legislation for the future”

There was to be a house of the clergy for ecclesiastic affairs and a house of
the laity for finance “to be brought into mutual understanding and cooperation
by council and assembly”

This restored “the freedom that was needed and the full confidence in the
leadership of the priesthood. Out of it the present government of the General
Church has developed. . . . It is a new concept of government, drawn directly
from the Writings, and it has stood the test of time through unforeseen trials
and conflicts over a period of three generations. It has produced a relationship
between the clergy and the laity that is altogether unique, providing for a
measure of freedom and unhampered cooperation hitherto unknown.”

Bishop de Charms said it was fitting on that 60" anniversary “to make
grateful acknowledgment of the outstanding service rendered by Bishop W.
E Pendleton in formulating this new plan of organization which has brought,
and will continue to bring, benefits beyond all price to our beloved Church.”

In a series of four editorials in that same issue, the Rev. W. Cairns
Henderson offered penetrating observations, excerpted below, that are still
important today - to our perspective and to our future. (We recommend a full
reading of Bishop de Charm’s statement and the editorials: New Church Life,
February 1957.) The headings below are from each of the four editorials.

THE CHURCH: USES AND NEEDS

Two things are necessary for proper ordering of any organization - a true
conception of its use and the means to achieve it. “The use that the Lord has
established the Church to perform is to teach the interior truths of the Word
and lead thereby to the good of life” To perform this use “the Church has been
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founded for one that is even more interior - keeping open an unconscious
communication with heaven”

The life and use of the Church require it to be in a state to receive influx
from heaven, within order and freedom. “Upon these two things the Church
depends.” These ideals of order and freedom combine to form the government
of the Church.

A NEW CONCEPT OF GOVERNMENT

The spiritual concept “first took definite and practical form in the Academy.
There it was seen that the Church was to be governed, not by a priestly
hierarchy, nor yet by the laity through a congregational form of organization,
but by the Lord alone”

“Under this concept there are no human governors. It is true, of course,
that while the Lord governs the Church with the individual immediately, He
governs it as an organized body through men as instruments. But these men
are administrators of Divine law, not directors of the Church’s affairs; and that
there may be order and freedom, their administration may not be by command
or by external compulsion. Their function is to mediate influx from the Lord,
to present the Lord’s will in such a way that there is a free and willing response
formed by the love and life of the truth of the Word”

A NEW BEGINNING

Bishop Pendleton’s effort to re-form the Church produced a new kind of
freedom in church government - not only for the clergy but for the laity. Later
he was to “devote himself to finding ways by which the priesthood and the
laity might come into free cooperation in the practical administration of the
affairs of the Church” At the Assembly that June, Bishop Pendleton said: “The
quality of a church is according to the quality of its government, or according
to the idea of government that rules within it. . . . If government is seen under
a spiritual idea, this idea reigning in all its parts, then the church will be a
spiritual church”

“This is what was new in the General Church. And the fundamental idea
is that membership in the General Church is essentially individual. It is in
this that our organization is unique among New Church bodies. Its units are
not societies or associations, but individual men and women, each of whom
is recognized as a church in least form, while all collectively are recognized as
constituting the church in the greatest form.”

“Love to the Lord, charity toward the neighbor, a perceptive insight into
the inner meaning of revealed truth, and the spiritual affection of the uses to
which that truth leads - these are the things that make a living church. And
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the Lord cannot impart these things to a group as such. They can be implanted
and developed only in individual human minds.”

“For these reasons we recognize that the Church is essentially individual,
and that every member has a responsibility to go to the Lord in the Writings
in order that he may come under that direct leading without which the Lord
cannot govern the Church as a whole”

THE PAST AND THE FUTURE

“It would be unrealistic to claim that the efforts during the last 60 years to
implement these ideas have been unqualifiedly successful. Yet this is not an
admission of failure, but a recognition of fact. It is relatively easy to perceive
intellectually that the Lord is to govern the Church through the Writings; but
it is much more difficult to see the application of this truth in each and every
situation.

“Yet it is our conviction that the General Church’s ideal of government
is not an unattainable dream, but a vision that can be ultimated successfully”

“On this 60™ anniversary of the formation of the General Church our
duty surely is clear. With heartfelt gratitude for the many blessings the Lord
has bestowed upon us in the years of our life as a church, and with quiet
confidence for the future, we should resolve to keep intact the faith which is
our heritage - the faith that the Lord can and will teach, lead and govern His
Church in the measure that we make it possible for Him to do so.

“This He will do if we seek His help in our hour of need; if, when charity
fails, we look in common to the Writings, and, under the shelter of a rock
higher than we, seek anew for harmony.”

(BMH)

A GOOD STARTING POINT

Given the confidence of the Lord, and the Church, in investing the Church in
the conscience and responsibility of the individual, given our instinct too often
to be judgmental and critical, and given the need for charity to guide our ways,
the Writings offer the perfect context: “Those who are guided by kindness
hardly even notice evil in another but pay attention instead to everything good
and true in the person. When they do find anything bad or wrong they put a
good interpretation on it” (Arcana Coelestia 1079)

(BMH)
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Good News From Ghana

With degree in hand from the ANC Theological School the Rev. William O.
Ankra-Badu returned to his native Ghana in 1986 to establish a New Church
presence there. I had the privilege of visiting him in the spring of 1988 and
attended a service in Accra with about a half dozen others in a small anteroom
of his house, featuring an audiotape of a cathedral service and a thoughtful
address by Ankra-Badu.

What would you find if you visited Ghana now? There are 10 trained
active New Church ministers scattered through the central and southern parts
of the country. Ankra-Badu is now in well-deserved retirement and his Accra
congregation is under the able direction of the Rev. George Dziekpor.

If you travel a few miles north to Asakraka you will see the Rev. Martin
Gyamfi’s congregation of about 125 persons and a multi-grade school with a
total enrollment of 428 students. Academically the school excels with 100%
of students passing standardized government examinations, and the Basic
(elementary) School ranked the highest private school out of 79 in the Kwahu
South Region.

Gyamfi writes, “New Church Religion is the center of our school’s life.
Indeed, we are working very hard to teach and live by it in our school, with the
hope that one day students and employees may come to know, love and live
from the Lord and thus be saved by Him.

The other major school society is in Tema, a coastal port city east of Accra
under the leadership of the Rev. Kwasi Darkwabh. It also has a congregation of
about 125 people housed in a beautiful new church building and a thriving
school of more than 200 students. A “Young Disciples of Jesus” group informs
teenagers on the ways and beliefs of the Church. Other pastors have their own
societies as well as satellite groups that are visited in various locations about
the country.

The Ghana New Church groups are making progress toward achieving
financial self-sufficiency. Gyamfi reports a new banana plantation on church
grounds that will produce bananas for local sale. Tema has a robust alumni
association providing support for church and school.

An endowment fund was created for Ghana with private donations at the
initiative of the General Church West Africa Committee in 2001 that will be
transferred to Ghana for investment there by the end of the second quarter
of this year. The money is invested in two T. Rowe Price index mutual funds,
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one for equities and one for bonds, with the General Church as custodian.
With reinvestment of all dividends and capital gains the balance has reached
$72,000.

This would be an excellent opportunity for individuals who support the
growth of the church in Ghana to make an additional contribution to the fund
now. It would be great if we could up the balance to $100,000 before the final
transfer date on June 30"™. To do so simply send a check to the Development
Office, General Church of the New Jerusalem, PO Box 708, Bryn Athyn,
PA 19009-0708 marked “For Ghana Endowment.” Contributions will be tax
deductible as far as allowed by the tax code.

As Gyamfi says, “May the Lord support and lead us as we work very hard
to ‘make disciples of all nations.”

Any questions? Email me at wbraddoc@comcast.net

Bill Radcliffe
Mitchellville, Maryland

Suicide and the Writings

To The Editors:

I refer to Donnette Alfelt’s letter in the November-December 2011 New
Church Life suggesting that I am incorrect in stating that the Writings clearly
indicate that suicide is wrong.

All life is from the Lord, thus any attempt by man to end a life, whether
murder, in war, euthanasia or suicide has within it the desire to end the life
from the Lord. It is against the Lord, thus it is evil, stemming as it does from
the love of self. Who is man to determine the death of another?

The Commandment “Thou shall not kill” is all-embracing. It covers all
killing. Also, there are passages in the Writings indicating that killing is the
ending of life, not just the murder of one person by another.

Arcana Coelestia 8902 states that ... not only is man not to be killed as to
the body, but also as to the soul; thus that he is not only not to be deprived of life
in the world, but especially that he is not to be deprived of life in heaven.” (my
underlining)

Note that again, this is about any ending of life by another. There are no
exceptions.

True Christian Religion 309-311 gives the three meanings of “Thou shalt
not kill” - the natural, spiritual and celestial. One cannot make exceptions
of the natural without it having repercussions for the other two. Within the
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natural meaning of to kill lies hatred of the neighbor and the Lord.

Spiritual Diary 5002 states: “The reason why some die boys, some youths,
some adults, some old men, are, 1%, on account of use in the world to men,
2", on account of use while he is in the world, to spirits and angels ... 3", on
account of use to himself in the world, either that he may be regenerated, or
that he may be let into his evils lest they lie dormant and later break out, ... 4%,
therefore on account of use afterwards in the other life” It is clear from this
that any killing involves man taking it upon himself to determine how best a
person may serve these uses.

A reading of Divine Providence shows clearly that if we are not to be in
a love of self and on the road to hell, we must trust in the Lord’s leading and
not subvert such leading by imposing one’s own love of self, which is of course
an evil love. Euthanasia and suicide are clearly actions of love of self and a
negation of trust in the Lord and His decision-making for us.

To quote from the late Rev. Martin Pryke: “Human life is trust to be
employed in God’s service, and to destroy that life willingly is to break the
commandment ‘thou shalt not kill’

“To commit suicide is for a man to take upon himself the function of
Divine Providence. It assumes he knows best when he can leave this world and
enter the next. It is a presumption which springs from the love of self. It is to
enter the other life by means of a crime.”

Mrs. Alfelt appears to draw a distinction between “rational” suicide and
madness. But is there, in reality, any distinction other than that of degree?
Love of life is a unique feature of human beings. All suicide is irrational, is
against Divine Providence and could only be carried out by allowing oneself
to descend to the point where one allows evil spirits control of one’s thinking.
Madness, surely, would only be a deeper and more frequent or visible control
of a person.

Spiritual Experiences 1336 makes the point that to commit suicide is
to be under the control of evil spirits, for it states that a certain person had
been driven to desperation by melancholia, to which he had been driven by
diabolical spirits. The point is though that evil spirits do not control our minds
unless we allow them to by turning away from the Lord, by allowing the love
of self to rule us.

Name removed at writer's request. The name does appear in the print edition.
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Divine Providence and Human

Prudence in the Establishment
of the Church

Rt. Rev. George de Charms

he establishment of the Church is a work purely Divine. It is done almost

entirely without our knowledge, in secret ways beyond our comprehension.
Yet there is a vital part of that work which even the Lord cannot do without the
willing cooperation of men. This is clearly implied in the oft-quoted passage
from Psalm 127: “Except the Lord build the house, they labor in vain that build
it” But if the Lord does build the house men still labor in the building, the only
difference being that then their work is productive.

The Lord gives man a conscious part in the building of the Church. It is
a very small part when compared with the infinite operation of the Divine
Providence, but still it is indispensable. Obviously, if one is to perform any
conscious service in connection with the building of the Church he must
know what the Church is, and must understand, in some measure, how it is to
be established.

This knowledge can be acquired only from the Lord, and only so far as the
teaching of the Word is rightly understood. Where the Word is not known,
or where, if it is known, its meaning has been perverted by false doctrines,
conscious cooperation with the Lord is impossible.

In this lies the difference between “the universal church” (Apocalypse
Explained 331) and “the specific church” (Apocalypse Explained 252). The
universal church consists of all in the whole world who sincerely live according
to their conscience, whatever their religious faith may be. But the specific
church is confined to those who have the Word and who by means of it truly
know the Lord and worship Him.

The Lord is equally present with both of these churches, operating secretly
to protect and nurture them - and this in thousands of ways of which we can

EDITOR'S NOTE: An address delivered at District Assemblies in Urbana, Ohio, and in Kitchener,
Ontario, Canada, in the fall of 1957. Reprinted from New Church Life, November 1957.
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have no knowledge. But only in the specific church can He operate also openly;
that is, with man’s conscious cooperation.

The supreme purpose of the Lord’s advent is that He may establish His
everlasting kingdom on the earth. However, the secret operation of His
providence is not sufficient to achieve this end. For this, mans conscious
cooperation is necessary. In His operation of the universal church, therefore,
the Lord’s immediate objective is not the establishment of the Church, but
rather the salvation of the individual.

There is here a distinction which it is important for us to realize. With all
men the Lord instills celestial remains of innocence. These are the only source
from which a religious conscience may arise. The form of this conscience is of
course various, being determined by the particular religion with which each
one of us is imbued by instruction and training. But whatever the form, it is
sincerely believed to be the truth, and if it is obeyed from a genuine desire to
do the will of God, it contains the element of innocence, that is, a willingness
to be taught and led which opens the way for right instruction and amendment
of life in the spiritual world after death.

The Lord protects this conscience with all the power of His providence
because man’s salvation depends upon it. He does so with the utmost gentleness
and with infinite patience. In order to preserve it He permits false religions to
be perpetuated from generation to generation, even for thousands of years,
because mistaken ideas, forms of worship and modes of religious life instilled
during infancy and childhood become so intimately bound up with innocent
affections that they cannot, without great difficulty, be separated.

Only in rare instances can this separation be effected during the life of the
body; and for this reason, like the tares and the wheat of the Lord’s parable,
both must be allowed to “grow together until the harvest” - that is, until the
final judgment, which can take place only in the spiritual world. (Matthew
13:30)

We see many instances of this secret operation of providence. We see, for
instance, how, as materialism and irreligion gain the ascendancy among the
learned, and their influence threatens to undermine the faith of the simple in
heart, the Lord from time to time raises up men who appeal to their religious
conscience and restore their confidence in the Bible through some form of
religious revival.

We see how, when the bastions of religion are openly and violently
attacked, the Lord strengthens the hearts of men and steels their will in defense
of whatever they regard as a matter of conscience. This is why it has truly
been said that “the blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church,” and why
in all history it has been shown that persecution is powerless to destroy man’s
religious faith.
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And again we see how, although the generality of men are unwilling
to accept the revelation of His second advent, the Lord provides that as the
Writings are spread abroad their teachings may subtly influence the minds
even of those who know not whence they come. They help in this way to
preserve a simple faith in religion with some who could not otherwise resist
the assaults of skepticism and unbelief. They also may serve to create a climate
of opinion in which such as can be prepared during their lifetime to accept the
Heavenly Doctrine may find it easier to do so.

Yet as long as they are regarded merely as human ideas - as the thoughts
of a remarkable religious philosopher named Swedenborg, or as the brilliant
speculations of some popular speaker of the day, they have no power in them
to establish the New Church. They may, and undoubtedly do, contribute to
the spiritual welfare of individuals, and thus promote the growth of the Lord’s
kingdom in the heavens.

They may help prepare the way for the future spread of the New Church
throughout the world. But the actual establishment of the Church begins with
the vision of the Lord in the Writings, and the acknowledgment that by means
of this Divine revelation He has come again to dwell with men, to teach them,
and to lead them Himself.

We would not detract in the least from the great importance of the secret
work which the Lord is doing for those who belong to the church universal. The
“Holy City New Jerusalem” was seen as coming down from heaven and resting
upon the earth. It must be built first in the heavens. It is foretold, therefore, that
the church on earth at first will be among a few, and one reason given for this
is that it can grow here only “according to its increase in the world of spirits”

As we read in Apocalypse Explained 732: “Spirits from that world are with
men, and they are from such as while they had lived on the earth were in the
faith of their church. None of these receive the [Heavenly] Doctrine but those
who have been in the spiritual affection of truth. The number of these in the
spiritual world now increases daily, and therefore according to their increase
does that church which is called the New Jerusalem increase on earth.”

It should be explained that by those who are here said to be in the “spiritual
affection of truth” are meant all who remain faithful throughout life to whatever
they had supposed to be the truth. No one but the Lord knows who these are,
but we have every reason to believe that there are millions of such people in
the world. They may not belong to any religion. Although they do not know
the Lord, and therefore cannot worship Him, they are nevertheless under His
immediate auspices every moment of their lives.

Even while they walk blindly in paths of error, the Lord silently guards
them from deliberate evil, withholds them from willfully confirming their
mistaken beliefs, and so keeps open to them the way that leads to heaven.
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But what of those who, in the mercy of the Lord, have been led even here
on earth to see in the Heavenly Doctrine the second coming of the Lord?
Theirs is a rare privilege that cannot be granted to others — the privilege of
cooperating consciously with the Lord in His Divine work of establishing His
eternal kingdom among men.

The Writings throughout point to this as the supreme end and purpose
of His advent. It must therefore be the end and purpose also of those who
are called to be His disciples. To cooperate with Him toward the achievement
of this end is their special use, a use that distinguishes them from all others.
Indeed, it is only through the performance of this use that the Lord can effect
their regeneration.

The Gentiles may be saved through the innocence of ignorance; but one
who knows, and in some measure understands the spiritual truth of the Word,
cannot be held guiltless if he does not strive sincerely to live according to it.
And no one can live according to the Heavenly Doctrine without seeking to
promote the end for the sake of which that doctrine has been given: namely,
to establish the New Church in the hearts and lives of men still living in the
natural world.

Because we know something of what the Lord is doing secretly to save
those who belong to the church universal, we can, and must, of course,
cooperate with Him in that preparatory work also. This we are called upon
to do especially by means of the translation, publication and widespread
distribution of the Writings.

We may also do it by publishing missionary literature designed to
introduce people to the Writings, and to encourage them to investigate the
truth of the Heavenly Doctrine for themselves. We should indeed welcome
every opportunity to share with inquiring friends and acquaintances in
other faiths the truths we have derived from the Writings. But realizing the
great length to which the Lord goes, in providence, to protect the religious
conscience of all men, we too must cultivate a spirit of toleration.

We must respect the sincere beliefs of others out of regard for the innocent
affections associated with them. We are duty bound, when asked, to present
the truth as the Lord gives us to see it in the Writings. But we should do so
without exerting any external pressure or persuasion that might interfere with
a free and rational acceptance of the doctrine.

We should leave entirely in the Lord’s hands the question as to whether the
truth is received or rejected. He alone can prepare the mind for its reception.
Only by the secret operation of His providence can He produce what appears
as a spontaneous sense of need, an affection of truth, which gives rise to a
desire to learn.

By a friendly exchange of ideas, in response to questions, or even quite
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unconsciously by our efforts to carry out the teachings of the Writings in our
own lives, we may be instruments in the hands of the Lord to awaken such a
desire. But if this comes to pass it is because secret preparation had already
been made, and the conditions necessary to such an awakening were already
present although they were unrealized.

In all our relations with those of other faiths our deepest concern
must be, not to convert them to the New Church, but instead to
cooperate with the Lord in his work with the church universal,

which looks primarily to the salvation of the individual rather than
to the immediate establishment of the Church on earth.

In all our relations with those of other faiths our deepest concern must
be, not to convert them to the New Church but instead to cooperate with the
Lord in His work with the church universal, which, as we have noted, looks
primarily to the salvation of the individual rather than to the immediate
establishment of the Church on earth.

This by no means implies that we should be lacking in missionary zeal,
if by that is meant a strong desire that others may join the Church, and an
eagerness to help them do so in any way that lies within our power. It means
only that we should acknowledge the truth that no one can really come into the
Church except freely, under the secret leading of providence; and that “except
the Lord build the house” of His indwelling in every human heart, “they labor
in vain that build it”

But let us make it clear that this, our duty toward all who belong to the
church universal, is only part of what the Lord requires of us. Important as it is,
it is not the most essential part. Our highest responsibility is toward the Lord
Himself. It is toward the truth which He has given us in trust. It is to cooperate
with the Lord in promoting the supreme end for the sake of which that truth
has been revealed.

It is to labor for the establishment and growth of a specific New Church,
consisting of all those who acknowledge the Divinity of the Writings, who see
in them the second coming of the Lord, and who wish above all things to be
taught and led by Him alone. This is the special use to which we have been
Divinely called, a use that no others can possibly perform.

Now of course this means, before all else, that we must strive for the
establishment of the Church in our own minds and hearts and lives: but in this
endeavor no one is self-sufficient. We all need one another’s help, a help that
can be given only by those who are striving for the same end.
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To make such help possible, organization is necessary. In no other way
can we hope to create lines of communication and channels of cooperation
whereby those who are united in faith may also be united in the performance
of uses looking toward the achievement of their common
. goal. This, indeed, is the function of an ecclesiastical body.
Why is a church Now why is such a church organization so important?
organization so It is because it gives opportunity for unlimited progress in

important? the understanding of revealed truth and in the application

of that truth to life, which would otherwise be impossible.

This is to the end that the Lord may direct our steps and

mold our lives according to His Divine will, and yet do so while we act in full

freedom, on our own initiative, through the exercise of individual judgment
and human prudence.

In this lies the secret of all the happiness of heaven. And to impart that
happiness in ever-increasing measure to men still living on earth is the final
goal of the Lord’s providential leading.

In past ages it was inevitable that men should be led by direct command,
through the angel of Jehovah, through visions and dreams, or through
prophets and seers inspired by the Lord. They were like children who, because
of ignorance and lack of judgment, are necessarily subject to parents and
masters. But the Heavenly Doctrine has opened the way to a new spiritual
freedom.

The Lord established the first beginnings of this freedom when He came
into the world. This is why He said to His disciples: “Henceforth I call you not
servants: for the servant knoweth not what his Lord doeth: but I have called
you friends: for all things I have heard of My Father I have made known unto
you” (John 15:15) Yet centuries of preparation were required before this new
relationship between the Lord and man could actually be established. Only
now is it made possible through the revelation given by the Lord at His second
coming.

What this new freedom involves is clearly explained in Apocalypse
Explained 825: “[Man] is daily taught by the Lord what he must do, and what
he must say, also what he must preach or what he must write; for when evils
are removed he is continually under the Lord’s guidance and enlightenment.
Yet he is not led and taught immediately by any dictate, nor by any perceptible
inspiration but by an influx into his spiritual delight, from which he has
perception according to the truths of which his understanding consists. When
he acts from this influx he appears to be acting as if from himself, and yet he
acknowledges from the heart that it is from the Lord”

This kind of leading is possible only so far as man’s “spiritual delight” is
found in beingled by the Lord; that is, by the truth of His Word. And it becomes
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effective only so far as he knows that truth, understands it, and sincerely
desires to live according to it. The desire is what “removes evil” sufficiently
from his will so that he may be “continually under the Lord’s guidance and
enlightenment.”

Even from most ancient times the Lord has given Divine guidance and
enlightenment to all who asked for it sincerely; but this He could do only
according to such truths as man was capable of understanding. The rational
truth, revealed for the first time in the Heavenly Doctrine, provides for a new
kind of enlightenment. It provides for a free cooperation with the Lord as
never before possible, and to seek this cooperation is the very life of the New
Church.

What do we mean by “free cooperation?” We mean thinking, judging
and acting in all things according to the Divine truth revealed. For doing this
the organized body of the Church offers many opportunities not otherwise
available.

The Lord does not tell us directly how such a specific church is to be
established. We are called upon to undertake its establishment on our own
initiative. In doing so we must act according to our best judgment, and must
exercise human prudence. But everyone who sincerely seeks it will be given
Divine guidance.

There are in the Writings plainly stated spiritual laws and governing
principles that are applicable to every phase of religious life, and thus to every
possible use and function of a church organization. If man, in his efforts to
build the Church and promote its uses, searches perpetually for this Divine
instruction; if at every stage he forms his judgments according to his best
understanding of the spiritual laws revealed; if in every important decision he
is called upon to make he sincerely tries to apply the principles he discovers
in the Writings; then in spite of that human error to which all men are prone,
the Lord will lead him in secret ways to judge and act in accord with the ends
of Divine Providence.

Concerning this we read: “If you wish to be led by the Divine Providence,
use prudence as a servant and minister who faithfully dispenses the goods
of his master. . . . This is the prudence with which Divine Providence acts in
unity” (Divine Providence 210)

In the organization of the Church there must be freedom, order,
government, worship, instruction and education, social intercourse and
appropriate customs connected with society and family life. The Lord has given
in the Writings principles of government in all these things, principles that are
new and that could not be made known before. They could not be understood
without a knowledge of the Lord’s Divine Human, of the spiritual world and
its relation to the natural world, and of the laws of Divine Providence, of influx
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That which brought and reception, such as could be revealed only through
the Academy into one wh.o, like Swedenborg, lived in both worlds at the
. same time, and therefore could compare them and
existence, and explain their relation to each other.

later produced the A church organized according to these principles
General Church of ~ will be different from any that has been known before. It
he N 1 will open avenues of spiritual and mutual service never
the New Jerusalem, before possible. The Church, like heaven, is a kingdom
was the profound  of uses; and it is by means of the performance of uses
conviction that the alone that the Lord can effect man’s regeneration. The
most compellin most powerful means to this end are those uses which

p ] & the organized Church makes available to us.
duty confronting That which brought the Academy into existence,
those who would and later produced the General Church of the New
follow the Lord in Jerusalem, was the profound conviction that the most

His second coming
was to labor for the

compelling duty confronting those who would follow
the Lord in His second coming was to labor for the
establishment of the specific New Church.

establishment of the It was seen th.at this could be a.ccomplished only
. through a conscious and unceasing endeavor to
SpGClﬁC New Church. cooperate with the Lord in the task by looking to the

Writings for authoritative instruction and guidance. His

truth must form our judgment and direct our steps in every undertaking; and
this, not only in the first establishment of the Church but in its progress and
development from generation to generation.

Only as those who are charged with this responsibility faithfully perform
that little part which has been assigned to them can the Lord fulfill His promise,
in His own time and in His own way, to establish His everlasting kingdom on
the earth, that the Holy City New Jerusalem, in very truth, may descend from
God out of heaven to impart its incalculable blessings to all the nations and

peoples of the world.
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An Enduring Perspective on
New Church Education

Excerpt from E. Bruce Glenn

We are grateful to Vera Powell Glenn for passing
along some key ideas from the book she edited
of her husband Bruce Glenn’s addresses and writings, A
Perspective on New Church Education, published in 1997.
These excerpts are from an address included in the book, The Functions of
New Church Education, given at the Sons of the Academy banquet in Toronto,
Canada, June 26, 1948.

Vera says these concepts “seem pertinent to the current policy to open
the doors of the Academy Schools, particularly the Bryn Athyn College of the
New Church, to young people who are seeking answers to questions about
how to live life in a meaningful and spiritual way that will bring them into a
relationship with the Lord God Jesus Christ. These statements, and the whole
speech, underpin my endorsement of the open door policy, and my optimism
in the need for and ultimate success of this worthy endeavor for all its risks.”

Here are the excerpts Vera has collected from the 1948 address:

“We are of the world and in the world; we cannot ignore it. And what is
more the world needs us” (p. 25)

“The Lord has promised a new heaven and a new earth. To accept the
vision of one while denying the other is to let contemporary events cloud our
faith in Divine providence. Our children must enter life with the faith that the
Lord can lead people back to Himself. (p. 27)

“If our distinctiveness grows into exclusiveness, then our inheritance must
be taken from us; the talent we bury in the earth will be given to those who
have learned to use it more wisely” (p. 27)

“This is indeed a thought to humble us. The world of which we are a part is
passing through a terrible state of spiritual unrest, reflected on all planes of life
and in every human relationship. To look inward at such a time - to expend
our spiritual energy upon ourselves alone - this would be to deny the Divine
purpose of our work [the work of New Church education]. For it is not an elect
group alone, but the whole human race which He came into the world to save.
It is not a few closely-knit minds, but the minds and hearts of men and women
that sooner or later, must be stirred to rational worship of His visible presence.

“...we are blessed in our work only so far as we serve, with humanity and
goodwill, the spiritual welfare of everyone on earth.” (p. 28)
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Ezekiel’s Vision of the
Dry Bones

Rt. Rev. Thomas L. Kline

The following was written as the Report of the Chancellor of the
Academy of the New Church for the Academy Journal. Bishop Kline has also
preached on this subject in several congregations where he has visited.

At the September 2011 Academy Board Meeting I gave an opening worship
on the subject of Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of dry bones. (Ezekiel 37:1-
14) Ezekiel witnessed seven steps that took place as the dead bones came alive
and became a great army, ready to fight in the name of the Lord. In the worship
talk, we looked at these steps as stages of an organization — and specifically
our organization, the Academy of the New Church - goes through as it brings
ideas and plans into fruition.
The seven steps (from Ezekiel 37):

. You hear the Word of the Lord

. You hear a noise and rattling

. Things begin to come together

. Flesh and muscles appear

. Skin covers the flesh and muscles

. You receive the breath of life from the Lord

. You stand, part of a great army, ready to fight in the name of the Lord

~N OB W

The image of dry bones becoming an army may seem a bit gruesome,
but the underlying meaning demonstrates the Lord’s ability to create a living,
breathing army out of something seemingly lifeless.

The first step is the most important - to go to the Lord’s Word and see a
vision that is truly from Him. As an organization, we have gone to the Word
and seen the vision of New Church education. We have seen the vision of a
New Church College where the newly-forming rational in our students can
be ordered in the light of the Heavenly Doctrines. We have seen the vision of
New Church Secondary Schools where the spiritual, moral and civil lives of
students can be opened by the Lord. We have seen the vision of opening our
schools to those who are new to and affirmative of the doctrines.

The second step is a noise and rattling. Whenever a person or an
organization goes forth in any new direction there will be a time of anxiety,
even upset. Often, members of the organization find that they are not all in
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agreement. They meet unexpected obstacles. They find that their original
vision is not right on the mark, is not entirely aligned with what the Word
teaches.

Our organization has certainly experienced - and is still experiencing —
this second step. But noise and rattling is not a sign that we should give up.
Often, it is a sign that we are on the path that the Lord describes in Ezekiel’s
vision. Noise and rattling are part of the process - the struggling, adjusting,
clattering, are necessary before we can reach our goal. Noise and rattling
indicate progress — like the clanking of materials when erecting a building or
the discussion when reaching a mutual decision. We should not give up during
the noise and rattling stage.

There are two things we — as individuals and as an institution - are to
do during this time of noisy progress. First, we are to return to step one and
readjust our vision. Go back and re-examine where we are in the light of the
Lord’s Word. It is unlikely that anyone will ever get the vision right the first
time around. Rather, we need to go forth, examine our efforts, and be willing
to re-aim to align them with the Lord’s will. It is a continuing process — go
forth and “do,” re-examine the results in the light of the Word, and then make
the necessary changes.

The second thing we are to do during the time of noise and rattling is to
focus on what is described as an “inmost peace” promised by the Lord during
times of anxiety and temptation. (See Arcana Coelestia 3696) Simply put, this
is to trust in the Lord when there is a time of despair and upset.

If we continue to practice these two steps, aligning our vision with the
Word and trusting the Lord in times of struggle, we will eventually begin to see
step three materialize: things will begin to come together. How do you know
you are entering step three? There are many ways, but in an organization, you
may actually begin to hear people say, “Things are beginning to come together”

The Academy has been bold in its new initiatives. Yes, they were founded
upon a vision from the Heavenly Doctrines. And yes, we have gone through a
period of anxiety and temptation. But we have also had the courage to go back
to step one, re-hearing the Word of the Lord, and re-adjusting the vision. We
have taken steps one and two, as part of the process the Lord has laid out. And
now we are beginning to see things coming together.

The Lord has laid an exciting process before us. We still have many steps
ahead of us, and we all look toward that end in view — an army, prepared by the
Lord, ready to go forth and serve in His name. There is a way to go yet, but the
vision is worth fighting for. It is, in fact, the greatest vision in the history of the
human race. And our Academy is part of that great vision.
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The Lilies of the Field

A Sermon by the Rev. Walter E. Orthwein

Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil
nor spin; and yet I say to you that even Solomon in all his glory was
not arrayed like one of these. (Matthew 6.28)

We live in a world filled with emblems of Divine love and wisdom, and
the Divine Providence which is governing our lives every moment —
protecting, nurturing, and leading us to the green pastures and quiet waters
the Lord intends for us.

The signs are all around us. From the orderly circuit of the planets around
the sun, to the amazing chemistry within a single cell of our own bodies -
from the finely tuned ecology of the whole earth, to the mysterious growth
of a plant from a seed - nature testifies to the wisdom of the Creator, and the
Divine love operating through that wisdom to accomplish its purposes.

How could it be, then, that our lives - the lives of the creatures for whose
sake everything else was created — would be any less carefully provided for?

Our most important needs — our distinctly human needs - are spiritual:
love, understanding, a sense of life’s purpose, the satisfaction of being useful,
inner peace and joy and hope. Surely the Divine order that governs all creation
will provide these things for us just as it provides food for the birds and clothes
the lilies of the field with such splendor.

The supreme purpose behind all creation - the reason why the natural
universe exists — is that there might be a heaven from the human race. There is
a Divine plan, therefore, for each of our lives in this world, which is to prepare
us for eternal life. At this very moment we are immersed in the process of
becoming angels. And the successful completion of this process, above all else,
is what the Lord’s providence works constantly to achieve.

At this time of year we see new growth all around us: trees leafing out,
flowers blooming, birds building their nests. It is all so wonderfully ordered;
there is a rhythm to it - as if all nature was coordinated and moving in
harmony with some ethereal music just beyond our hearing. What it is, really,
is the order of heaven, where it is always springtime, flowing into the world of
nature. Our lives, also, are under the direction of the same Divine Conductor.

“Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow.” It was for the sake of our
consideration that they were created. The pattern of their growth corresponds
to the order of our spiritual growth. Their beauty is designed to awaken in us
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a desire for heaven, of which earthly beauty is but a Itis Only in the hght of
reflection. heaven that we can see

It is important to observe carefully and think  the Divine source of
deeply about nature’s various forms and patterns >

nature’s order and how
and the systems that regulate them, and reflect on
their spiritual significance in the light of revelation, it relates to the Spir itual
in order to discern the Divine message implicit in  grder of our lives. But
them, and the love behind that message. “For there
is nothing beautiful and delightful in the skies or on )
the earth which is not in some way representative of minds must be Opeﬂed
the Lord’s kingdom.” (Arcana Coelestia 1807) to that ]jght,

The kind of sight we need in order to see the
meaning of “the lilies of the field,” and of all the other natural evidence of
Divine providence, is represented in the story in Genesis where Abram is “led
forth abroad” and told to “look toward heaven.” As he was brought out of his
tent to look at the stars and ponder their meaning, so must we, spiritually, step
outside the little tent of naturalistic assumptions which has been our mental
house, and look toward heaven in our consideration of nature.

It is only in the light of heaven that we can see the Divine source of nature’s
order and how it relates to the spiritual order of our lives. But for this to be our
minds must be opened to that light. This is accomplished, not just by study and
thought — not by any intellectual “toiling and spinning,” or theories woven out
of human self-intelligence - but by a life according to the Lord’s Word.

Consider the saying Swedenborg inscribed on each volume of the Arcana
Coelestia. That is the most profound and intellectually challenging of works,
yet the key to understanding it is so simple: “Seek ye first the Kingdom of God
and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added unto you.” (Matthew
6:33)

“The kingdom of God,” the Lord says, “is within you.” (Luke 17:21) We are
in it (or it is in us) when God is our King; that is, when the Lord is, in fact, our
Lord - not just in name only, but because we have asked Him to govern our
lives, and made an effort to obey His commandments. Trust the Lord. Obey
the Lord. Let Him order your thoughts. This is the secret to opening the mind.

This is what His providence seeks to bring about — gradually, secretly, without
violating our human faculties of free will and reason.

Picture the opening of a flower. The mind before its opening is like a bud,
with thoughts all turned in on each other by the love of self, and constrained by
a covering of natural appearances. But when that natural wrapping is opened
and pushed back, then the mind unfolds and stretches out under the sun of
heaven. We see something similar in the animal kingdom when a butterfly
emerges from its chrysalis and spreads its wings. Then the truth that before
was obscured by ignorance and doubt will be seen, and the beauty of it will

for this to happen our
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be apparent. And the sweet sphere of heaven will permeate our mind, like
the fragrance from a field of flowers. Then the description of those who “see
internal things from external” will apply to us. (Arcana Coelestia 1807) And
our vision will not be fixed on stars or birds or trees or flowers, but on what
they represent in the other life, and in our own spiritual life here and now.
Then we will see that the same Divine providence that produced the wondrous
natural order that inspires all our sciences is operating to bring our lives into a
similar state of balance and perfection. Then we will be able truly to “consider
the lilies of the field, how they grow”

Because the natural world corresponds in every detail to the spiritual
world, the order of nature, impressed upon us from without through our
natural senses, provides a receptive plane in our minds into which the order of
heavenly life can flow from above. Considering “the lilies of the field, how they
grow” leads us to consider the Divine source of the life that makes them grow
and gives them such beauty.

Flowers grow from a seed, which sends forth roots into the earth, and then
a stalk that rises from the ground into the air and sunshine, and puts forth
branches and leaves, and finally flowers, within which new seeds are formed.

Our spiritual growth follows a similar pattern. In the beginning our
thoughts are embedded in nature, like seeds in the earth, in a dark, cool, dense
environment, composed of decaying matter; the habitat of worms. This is
where we begin and where our mental roots are. Think of pale roots pushing
blindly through the soil and you have a picture of the quality of our first, purely
natural thought. But the human mind, from the life flowing into it from the
Lord through heaven, strives to rise above the natural, like the green shoot of
a plant reaching up through the earth toward the sun.

People speak of “seeking God” But the deeper truth is that it is God who
seeks us. A flower turns toward the sun because it is attracted by the sun’s
life-giving warmth and light. It is the same regarding our turning toward God
- except that we can refuse to respond, if we choose. “He draws all men to
Himself;” we are told, “but as angels and men are finite they can follow the
current of the attraction only according to their measure, although the force of
attraction persists to infinity” (True Christian Religion 350)

The truths of revelation are the seeds of heaven. They are the means by
which the Lord’s kingdom is implanted in us. Some may seem dry and lifeless,
some even bitter, but when we take those truths to heart, they grow and become
in our minds just as much a harbinger of the Lord’s closer presence with us as
spring flowers are a sign of summer approaching. (And there are places even
in the letter of the Word where the truths of faith have already been brought to
flower - such as in the beautiful teachings of the Sermon on the Mount.) “The
words that I speak to you,” the Lord said, “are spirit and they are life”
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People speak of ‘seeking God’ But the deeper truth is that
it is God who seeks us. A flower turns toward the sun
because it is attracted by the sun’s life-giving warmth and
light. It is the same regarding our turning toward God.

Because they have life in them - that is, love — they have power to affect
us; to turn us toward heaven, from which they come and to which they lead.
Like seeds, they contain within them the means of their own fulfillment. They
not only tell us to turn away from evil and toward good, but bend us in that
direction. They not only tell us to put our trust in Divine providence, but grow
that trust in us.

The stalk and branches of a plant are like the first principles of truth and
their ramifications in our thought. Changing the image slightly, these first
principles are the “pillars” that support the temple of wisdom the Lord seeks to
build in our mind. They are such truths as we find in the Ten Commandments
and the Golden Rule. They are such basic truths as: there is a God; His Word
is Divine; there is life after death; the purpose of creation is a heaven from the
human race; Divine providence is present in every least particular of our lives;
and so on.

It is from such first principles, grounded in Reality itself, that the “leaves”
of spiritual intelligence grow. And then flowers, and fruit; and eventually a
whole “garden of delight,” with the tree of life in the midst of it.

Because flowers come after the leaves (intelligence) and before the fruit
(good), they stand for truths joined with good, or that look toward the
fulfillment of some good purpose. Although wildflowers - the “lilies of the
field” - are not fruit-producing plants, they still carry the representation of
truths leading to good. It’s also true of us, isn't it, that not all our good intentions
and charitable thoughts bear tangible fruit — but they still look toward good
and bring delight to the mind.

Most of the thoughts that occupy our minds, regarding the mundane
concerns of this world, are not of much value; they are like leaves growing
directly out of the ground; like the grass “which today is, and tomorrow is
thrown into the oven” And yet, here and there in the natural mind, bits of
wisdom spring up - spontaneously, without any conscious effort on our part,
and transform our whole inner field of view; like wildflowers in a meadow,
gracing it with beauty and delight.

And where do these “lilies of the field,” these beautiful thoughts, come
from? They are from the Lord, who “clothes the grass” with living gems of
truth from heaven. It is the life flowing into our minds from Him that causes
them to grow.
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People often puzzle over the existence of evil. The Lord explained it in
the parable of “the wheat and the tares” Evil comes from hell. And hell comes
from the misuse of our human faculties of liberty and rationality. It is a fact of
life: grubby self-interest and twisted reason are an inherent part of our fallen
human nature. The existence of thorns and thistles is no surprise. (See Genesis
3:17-18)

The real mystery is where the “lilies of the field” come from; where good
comes from; where human beauty comes from. The answer to this is found in
the parable of the Sower.

There must be seeds - seeds of human virtue and wisdom, seeds of genuine
humanity - and there must be a Sower. The Lord in His Divine Human is the
Sower; the seeds are the truths of His Word that He plants in our mind. They
have a beautiful potential in them. (Both parables are in Matthew 13.)

The word “provide” means literally “to see beforehand.” Providence seeks
to make each one of us into the fully human being, the wise and loving angel,
which the Lord sees before Him as if the work had already been accomplished
— as when a gardener looks at the picture of a beautiful morning glory, for
instance, on a packet of seeds, and delights in the flowers they are destined to
become.

Yes, we need food and clothing, and a thousand other things, and the
natural mind naturally worries about how to obtain these things. And it is
not that providence is unconcerned with these natural needs, it is just that the
Lord’s chief concern is our spiritual condition. And though the world is always
with us, this should be our chief concern as well.

The food and clothing we need most of all are the Bread of Heaven to feed
our souls, and white robes of pure truth to clothe our minds. What we need, in
fact, is a wedding garment, woven out of love and wisdom descending out of
heaven from the Lord, for we have been invited to the Marriage Supper of the
Lamb. (Matthew 22:11, 12; Revelation 19:9)

Toil and spin though we might, we cannot procure these most vital
necessities of life for ourselves, but .... “Seek first the kingdom of God and His
righteousness, and all these things will be added unto you” Amen.

Lessons: Genesis 15:1-5 Matthew 6:25-33 Arcana Coelestia 1807
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Eldergarten 2012:

The State of the Church
and the Academy

A Report from the Bishop and Chancellor
Prepared by Bruce Henderson

n a special session at Eldergarten in Boynton Beach, Florida, January 23-

26, the Rt. Rev. Thomas L. Kline gave a report as Executive Bishop of the
General Church and Chancellor of the Academy of the New Church, and
answered questions. Here is a summary of that session:

The Academy

Bryn Athyn College of the New Church has been fully re-accredited. Dr.
Kristin King is doing a super job as President.

The College has doubled in the last five years, with a current enrollment
of 232 students. The expanded student body and new buildings are changing
college life in positive ways. We have learned from the kind of new students
we are attracting. Now they are generally affirmative to what we are doing as a
New Church College.

Bishop Kline referenced the 2011 Charter Day banquet address by the
Rev. Dr. Thane Glenn (New Church Education on the Edge, New Church
Life, January-February 2012, page 35) as an example of how the College is
successfully adapting to students new to the New Church while strengthening
- not diluting - our distinctive New Church teaching. We are helping students
coming into their rationality to figure out what they believe, with the approach,
“Come, let us reason together” They get the context of New Church doctrine
but are in freedom to develop their own faith. There are plaques with quotes
from the Writings throughout the College.

The primary way that new students find the College is through the Internet
and social media, and we are facilitating that networking.

Is the College losing its New Church sphere with these new students? No!
And our dedicated faculty is the key. We are still very much a New Church
College.

The Secondary Schools are also strong, with good leadership. Like the
College, they need stronger financial support.
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The General Church

More than 250,000 people visited the www.newchurch.org website this past
year. We are able to dissect levels of interest, answer questions and collect
testimonials. Also, 32,000 people are subscribing online and reading New
Church Connection. The magazine also is on Facebook and attracting young
readers. We are finding clusters of interest to serve.

Finances: The General Church had a $3.5 million deficit in a $9 million
budget last year. We have laid off about 60 employees and cut $1 million. We
lost about $100 million from the endowment in the market crash.

New programs for growth have been part of new spending and some of
this has to be cut, especially where results have not been all we hoped for.
Even if we cut all these programs, we are still $1 million short of balancing the
budget. But we are down to bare bones on what we can cut. The health care
benefits we offer to employees are more generous than most businesses and are
increasingly draining the budget.

The General Church Board is committed to balancing the budget in June.
We have to plan changes that make sense and this will make us a healthier
church. What are we willing to cut? Most uses will still be there. Worship and
education remain our top priorities.

One of the most successful things we have done is NewChurch LIVE. It
had a budget of $2 million - half of which was contributed - but projections
for growth did not pan out. We were willing to cut it back - an historic step
for the General Church - to $90,000. It is still offering services, but within
reasonable limits.

Question and Answer

Q. Are religion classes mandatory for all new students in the College?

A. Yes, they are mandatory for all students, as is chapel. Bishop Kline
talked about hosting Ken Turley, President of General Convention in the fall,
and giving him a tour of the College. Mr. Turley was most impressed with the
people, the facilities and the opportunity our College offers.

Q. Are second-career theologs getting the help they’ve been promised?

A. We had started a 